
European Union Workshop Lesson Plan                                                                                 
Introduction to the study of the European Union 
6th grade Social Studies 
      
Through the study of the European Union along with Character Education, 
students will compare the rights and civic responsibilities of member nations 
with student responsibilities in the classroom. 
 
Time: 
Two 90 minute class periods 
 
Objectives: 
NC Standard Course of Study for Social Studies    
6th grade    
 
Competency Goal 10: The learner will compare the rights and civic 
responsibilities of individuals in political structures in Europe. 
 
10.03  Describe rights and responsibilities of citizens in selected 
contemporary societies in Europe, comparing them to each other and to the 
United States. 
                
       
Materials Needed:                                                                       
Class Set of Panorama of the European Union 
Note: This publication is available online. Can also refer to the publication “Travelling 
in Europe 2007”  
Class Set of Key Facts and Figures about the European Union 
Note: This publication is available online. 
Eight  4”x 6” index cards for each student 
Nine large white envelopes for each student 
Pencils, colored pencils, scissors 
Paper hole punch 
Variety of colored ribbon 
 
Procedure: 

1. Define Constitution with the students. 
2. Explain that a class democracy will be established. 
3. Demonstrate the success of a fair set of rules. 
4. Define the character traits. 
5. Illustrate examples. 
6. Pass out Panorama of the EU 

http://ec.europa.eu/publications/booklets/eu_glance/69/en.pdf
http://www.unc.edu/euce/resources/education/eu_lesson_plans/travellingineurope2007.pdf
http://www.unc.edu/euce/resources/education/eu_lesson_plans/travellingineurope2007.pdf
http://bookshop.europa.eu/eubookshop/FileCache/PUBPDF/NA6705686ENC/NA6705686ENC_002.pdf


7. Define the EU, and have students read aloud from the different categories on the 
back of the map. 

8. Pass out one index card to each student. 
9. Each student will copy the first 2 sentences under United in Diversity.  Explain 

how they are going to compare the countries in the EU with the students in the 
classroom.  Discuss. They will read each section on the back of the map, and add 
one main idea, illustrating working together, on the index card. 

10. Pass out the Key Facts and Figures.  Each student will read paragraph 2 on pg. 4, 
select main ideas, and draw conclusions.  He/she will write sentences on the same 
index card #1. 

 
11. Pass out the rest of the index cards.  Have students title the cards, read for 

information on the following pages, and take notes in their own words.  Then each 
student will illustrate on the back.    

12. Member Nations                           pg. 3                                     
13. Size and Population                         pg. 7 
14. Fair and Caring Society                   pg. 26 
15. EU At Work                                      pg. 35 
16. Trade and the Economy                   pg. 42 
17. Transport, Energy, Environment    pg. 50 
18. EU compared to the student group in the classroom 
 
19. Read notes and write a paragraph, comparing character education traits found in 

the EU and the classroom.  On the back each student will create a political 
cartoon, showing comparison.  

 
20. Pass out 9 envelopes, and a pair of scissors to each student. 
 
21. Cut flaps off the envelopes.  
 
22. Stack the envelopes, with opening on top, and blank sides on top, and punch 2 

holes.  Pass out cut ribbon, and tie together with a bow. 
 
23. Students will label the envelopes in large letters, using the titles of the index 

cards.  Put the index cards in the envelopes and decorate them with flags of 
member nations.  Label the top envelope The European Union and My 
Classroom: Character Education in the Works  

 
 
Susan Trent 
6th grade Social Studies and Language Arts Teacher  
McClintock Middle School 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools          
 
 


